Notes

page 55 of Space forbade the locality of an action to
extend over more than one room (very con-
venient for drawing-room comedies, saving much
expense in scenery) or at most one city. The

1 Unity of action forbade more than* one main
action (no sub-plots). These Unities, which are
great nonsense, and were certainly not observed
in ancient Greece, still less by Shakespeare
except in The Tempest), were a great fetish to
critics and some playwrights (notably Racine),
and are even now sometimes quoted with
approval, though proved absurd by Dr. Johnson
in his Preface to Shakespeare, and by common
experience in any theatre or film. However, they
give a sort of 'neatness' and economy to a play
(minimal virtues).

189 Divine instruments. See note to Part II. ii. 214-7,
where the phrase is quoted from a letter of
Eliot's to Martin Browne. This letter has already
been quoted in part, see note to page 32.

193 King Lear IV. vii. 47.

200  Mr Grover Smith's suggestion. See Grover Smith,
T. S. Eliot $ Poetry and Plays (1962) page 206.

201  Greek folk-ritual see note to page 39.

211 In the beginning the word was. Dr. E. V. Rieu's
(Penguin) version of the famous sentence that
opens the Gospel of St. John.

220 Martin Browne. See note to page 32.

227 Brook, i.e. Mr. Peter Brook, the theatrical
director.
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